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August,  1954. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

West  Penwith  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr,  Chairman,  My  Lord  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1953, 

Few  points  fall  to  be  dealt  with  here  that  are  not  in 
the  body  of  the  report,  but  a  matter  of  especial  importance  is 
the  problem  of  the  aged.  This  is  of  course  a  national 
problem  but  obviously  is  of  local  interest  as  well. 

The  Council  have  shown  a  very  considerable  interest  in 
matters  relating  to  Public  Health  and  I  am  grateful  for  this.  I 
must  mention  also  the  co-operation  this  department  has  received 
from  the  other  departments  of  the  Council  as  this  means  a  great 
deal  in  the  smooth  running  of  the  job.  Finally,  I  must  state 
how  much  help  I  have  received  from  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector 
and  all  the  staff  in  the  department.  It  has  made  my task  that 
much  easier. 

I  am. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

W.K.  Duns combe, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


/ 
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STATISTICAL  INFORMATION.  (1953) 


1. 

2. 

3* 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 


Civilian  Population  -  (Regis 
Area 

Rateable  Value 
Product  of  Id  Rate 
No.  of  Inhabited  Houses 


trar  General Ts  Mid 
Year  Estimate) 


Live  Births 

Still  Births 
Deaths 


9.  Infant  Deaths 
LO.  Maternal  Deaths 


125  Male 
Rate  per 

2  Mwi  lo 

109  Male 
Rate  per 

3  Male 
Rato  per 


•  t 


•  # 


•  • 


121  Female 

1,000  population  14*0 
9  Female 

109  Female  . 

1,000  population  12*4 
1  Female 
1,000  Live  Births  16*3 
1  Fomalo 


•  •  • 


•  •  • 


17, .5 80*. 

59*792  acros. 
£63,859. 

£249. 

6,240  Estimated. 
246  Total. 

11  Total. 

218  Total. 

4  Total. 

1  Total. 


TABLE  OF  CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

Tuborculosis  -  Respiratory 

-  Other 

Syphilitic  Disease 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Disoasos 
Cancer  -  Stomach 

-  Lung,  Bronchus 

-  Breast 

-  Uterus 

-  Other 

Leukaemia,  Aloukaemia 
Diabetes 

Vascular  Losions  of  Nervous  System 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

Other  Heart  Disease 

Other  Circulatory  Disease 

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis 

Oth< ;r  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

Ulcor  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion 

Other  Defined  and  Ill-defined  Diseases 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

All  Other  Accidents 

Suicido 


Muilo 

Fomalo 

Total . 

2 

~ I - 

3 

- 

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

5 

7 

1 

- 

1 

- 

2 

2 

- 

1 

1 

16 

9 

25 

2 

1 

3 

2 

- 

2 

8 

13 

21 

15 

10 

25 

2 

5 

7 

16 

23 

39 

4 

8 

12 

2 

- 

2 

2 

7 

9 

4 

3 

7 

- 

1 

1 

3 

1 

4 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

2 

3 

— 

3 

- 

1 

1 

12 

9 

21 

1 

(N 

1 

5 

4 

9 

3 

1 

4 

109 

109 

218 

PRINCIPAL  causes  of  death 


Heart  Disease  ... 

•  •  • 

71 

Cancor 

•  •  • 

36 

Vasoular  Lesions  of 

Borvous  System 

•  »  * 

21 

Other  Circulatory  Disease 

•  •  • 

12 

VITAL  STATISTICS  -  COMMENT. 

^ 

The  mid-year  population  shows  a  considerable  incroase  over  the 
previous  year.  This  seems  to  bo  due  to  migration  from  outside  as  the 
deaths  are  slightly  increased.  The  deaths  of  infants  under  1  year 
are  less.  As  last  year  the  principal  causos  of  death  are  heart  disease, 
cancer  and  vascular  diseases  of  the  brain. 
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B.  -  PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT  -  STx.FF. 


This  itom  refers  to  the  work  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors. 

As  the  Council  know  wo  hove  only  two  to  cover  the  whole  of  the  public 
Hoalth  work  of  the  district.  However,  at  the  present  time  the 
Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  is  spending  90^  of  his  timo  on  water 
schemes,  tracing  leakages  and  the  general  supervision  of  the  various 
wator  undertakings  which  each  year  become  more  numerous.  This 
includes  work  at  night  sometimes  into  the  early  hours  of  the  morning. 

Under  such  circumstances  it  is  obvious  that  he  can  give 
no  time  to  Public  Health  matters  so  that  really  we  have  only  one 
Sanitary  Inspector  doing  the  work  for  which  he  is  paid  and  for  which 
half  his  salary  is  reclaimed.  This  has  reflected  itself  into  so 

simple  a  matter  as  the  checking  of  ice-cream,  and  in  the  past  year  no 
single  sample  was  taken  for  bacteriological  examination  although  in 
view  of  the  extensive  consumption  of  this  commodity  it  is  absolutely 
essential  that  samples  are  taken  frequently  so  that  the  purveyors 
are  kept  well  aware  that  a  high  standard  of  purity  must  be  maintained. 

The  return  of  meat  inspection  as  a  responsibility  of  all 
local  authorities,  and  the  numerous  inspections  of  houses  that  will 
be  necessary  under  slum  clearance  simply  further  emphasise  that  both 
the  Sanitary  Inspectors  must  do  the  work  for  which  they  aro 
omployod. 


xirrangomonts  could  bo  made  quite  easily  with  another  Department 
for  dealing  with  matters  connected  with  wator  and  tho  work  of  this 
Department  would  then  bo  concerned  purely  with  public  hoalth  matters. 

At  tho  prosont  timo  it  is  not  so  and  I  cannot  regard  tho  Department  as 
being  efficient  while  tho  existing  arrangements  obtain. 

The  position  has  been  explained  on  many  occasions  previously 
but  tho  proposed  legislation  will  put  very  groat  pressure  even  on 
Public  Hoalth  Deportments  that  are  adequately  staffed,  while  here  itv*ill 
mean  a  complete  breakdown  unless  it  is  altered  in  some  such  manner  as  I 
hove  mentioned.  I  would  emphasise  that  as  far  as  can  be  seen  at  present 
an  increase  in  the  inspectorial  staff  is  not  asked  for,  but  merely 
that  tho  Sanitary  Inspectors  should  do  their  proper  job. 
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c. 


GENERAL  SxiNITx^HY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  aRE_. 


1.  WhTER  SUPPLIES. 


In  general  these  wore  fairly  well  maintained  except  at  Marazion 
and  Sonnen.  The  now  supplies  at  Canons town  and  St.Buryan  woro  completed 
as  far  as  tho  original  scheme  in  the  former  villago  was  concerned  though 
during  tho  year  extensions  to  St.Srth  Station  area  and  in  the  opposite 
diroction  to  Whitocross  had  not  boon  complotod  although  tho  nooossary 
approval  had  boon  rocoivod.  The  St.Erth  extension  is  to  bo  by  a  3” 
main  and  tho  Whitocross  extension  by  lw  sinco  only  tho  school  is  to  bo 
supplied.  It  is  unfortunate  that  those  wore  not  in  tho  original  schomo 
as  thon  it  would  have  boon  possible  to  instal  a  largor  rosorvoir  and  to 
have  eliminated  the  rathor  unsatisfactory  supply  now  going  to  tho  hamlet 
of  Whitocross. 

( a )  Marazion. 

Owing  to  tho  vory  largo  number  of  visitors  who  came  to  this 
villago  from  tho  latter  part  of  July  to  tho  end  of  September,  wator  supplies 
woro  vory  short  particularly  at  tho  Eastern  end  and  by  tho  latter  part  of 
..ugust  conditions  had  reached  such  a  pitch  that  urgent  tolograms  woro  sont 
to  the  Ministry  to  request  approval  to  immediate  action  to  improve  them. 
iiS  a  result  an  Engineering  Inspector  was  sont  down  to  hold  an  informal 
enquiry  into  tho  proposal  to  take  water  from  a  source  at  Gwallon  which  is 
tho  surface  overflow  from  mine  workings.  This  is  of  very  ample  volume 
and  with  treatment  could  bo  used  so  that  tho  shortage  would  ccaso  to  exist. 
Two  suggestions  were  made  to  the  Inspector  •- 

(i)  a  temporary  laying  of  a  3”  main  over  ground  from  tho  source 

to  tho  high  lovol  tank  a  distance  of  approximately  1200  yards 
which  would  havo  to  be  removed  when  tho  Drift  Schomo  materialised, 

(ii)  to  lay  a  main  in  accordanoo  with  the  Drift  proposals  which  would 
then  bo  permanent.  In  this  case  tho  difficulty  would  bo  ono  of 
supply  of  tho  proposed  sizo  (8”)* 

This  latter  proposal  was  finally  approved,  tho  schomo  including 
pump  houso  and  troatmont  both  for  pH  and  chlorination  costing  about  £5000. 
Out  of  this  only  tho  intake  works  will  bo  abortive  whon  tho  full  Drift 
Schomo  is  in  baing. 

(b)  Sonnen. 


The  prosont  supply  to  tho  Oovo  is  not  odoquato  and  in  addition  of 
course  tho  relatively  enormous  incroaso  in  tho  Summer  population  duo  to  tho 
many  attractions  of  tho  Govo  makes  mattors  worso  at  a  time  whon  in  good 
woathor  tho  supply  is  not  roplonishod  at  tho  same  rate  as  it  is  consumed. 

Unfortunately  through  no  fault  of  this  Council  vory  slow  progross 
has  boon  into  tho  proposal  to  acquire  a  private  supply,  and  tho  suggested 
building  of  46  Council  houses  on  tho  high  ground  caused  additional  anxiety. 
To  supply  tho  proposed  Estato  tho  Council  had  to  commonco  negotiations  to 
provide  a  supply  from  a  boroholc  in  a  field  on  tho  opposite  side  of  the 
road . 


Tho  school  is  supplied  from  a  shallow  well  and  tho  Churchtown 
area  from  another.  However  although  whon  tho  Drift  schomo  is  in  operation 
tho  position  will  be  permanently  altered  for  the  better, at  the  prosent 
time  it  would  bo  possible  to  utilise  the  water  in  tho  Quarry  adjacent  to 
tho  school.  This  holds  at  loast  ono  million  gallons  and  has  to  bo  roliod 
upenin  any  caso  to  augment  tho  Covo  supplies  in  tho  sumrnor.  This  is  done 
by  tanks  and  oach  tankful  is  chlorinated  before  going  into  supply.  To 
sum  up  at  tho  presont  timo  no  loss  than  four  difforont  supplies  aro  boing 
utilised  not  including  thoso  for  tho  school  and  tho.  .proposod  Council  houses, 
whilo  if  tho  quarry  was  usod  ono  would  suffico. 
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( o)  Drift. 


Last  year  I  criticised  all  the  authorities  concerned  for  the  slow 
progress  of  this  scheme  hut  at  least  this  year  we  have  got  on  a  hit.  In 
March  a  joint  deputation  of  officers  from  the  throe  Local  authorities 
in  the  schomo  attended  at  the  .Ministry  along  with  the  Consulting  Engineers. 
The  object  was  of  course  to  ascertain  the  best  and  most  rapid  method  of 
procedure  but  also  to  consider  the  possible  reduction  in  tho  compensation 
water  from  500,000  to  300,000  gallons  per  day  since  if  this  could  have 
boon  offected  it  would  have  meant  a  reduction  of  approximately  £15,000  in 
tho  cost  of  the  dam.  Subsequent  events  proved  that  tho  proposed 
reduction  was  a  mistake  and  the  figure  incorporated  in  the  draft  orders 
w as  500,000  gallons  per  day.  The  orders  wore  submitted  informally  for  the 
Ministry's  observations  in  October  but  were  not  received  by  tho  Clerk  to 
the  Joint  Committee  through  the  Parliamentary  Agonts  until  23rd  December, 
and  then  they  wore  to  the  effect  that  tho  wholo  procedure  of  two  orders 
(a)  for  the  constitution  of  the  Joint  Committoo  and  (b)  for  tho  actual 
water  order  wore  to  be  revised  completely.  The  Joint  Committoo  was  in 
effect  to  bo  rodundant  and  in  place  of  the  former  arrangement  a  bulk 
supply  agreement  between  tho  Borough  of  Penzance  as  the  suppliers  and  this 
district  and  tho  St. Just  Urban  District  Council  was  to  bo  made  and  sub¬ 
mitted  for  the  Ministry's  approval  as  it  was  desired  to  alter  tho 
arrangements  made  under  the  ponzanco  Borough fs  W-tor  Act  of  1938  as  littlo 
as  possible. 

This  has  hod  the  result  of  postponing  the  starting  of  tho  work  for 
several  years  and  in  tho  meantime  this  Rural  District  Council  cannot  got 
ahead  with  tho  several  smaller  schemes  which  if  approved  would  moan  that 
more  than  90  per  cent  of  the  population  in  its  area  would  have  mains  wator 
at  a  cost  considerably  loss  than  that  envisaged  under  the  Drift  Scheme. 

( d)  Canons town. 


In  the  early  part  of  the  year  formal  approval  was  obtained  to  this 
Scheme.  This  involves  the  collecting  of  an  adit  supply,  pumping  this 
through  a  head  of  200  feet  to  a  pressed  steel  tank  at  about  295  A.O.D.  and 
gravitating  from  there.  The  scheme  originally  was  to  supply  5000  g.p.d. 
for  about  250  people,  but  before  the  scheme  had  started  a  suggestion  was 
made  by  the  Council  that  there  should  be  a  1"  extension  Northwards  from 
the  bottom  of  the  hill  nearly  to  St.Erth  Station.  The  Ministry  of  Housing 
and  Local  Government  suggested  a  2”  supply  and  finally  at  the  request  of 
the  Eire  Service  a  3ff  main  is  to  bo  installed.  This  will  take  care  of 
all  tho  domestic  supplies  on  the  w< ay  but  will  bo  followed  by  some  industrial 
demands,  which  have  in  fact  started  by  British  Railways  at  the  station 
itself. 


In  the  opposite  direction  it  is  now  proposed  to  put  a  1”  alkathene 
tube  supply  to  the  curtilage  of  Whitecross  School  thus  giving  tho  school 
a  supply  for  the  first  time.  It  is  extremely  likely  that  this  will  be 
followed  by  a  request  to  supply  tho  hamlet  of  Whitecross  itself  which  has 
a  standpipe  supply  now  which  is  satisfactory. 

Both  those  episodes  merely  go  to  show  that  whoro  services  are 
supplied  they  are  made  uso  of,  but  obviously,  it  would  have  boon  much 
bottor  to  have  boon  able  to  design  tho  schomo  originally  to  supply  the  areas 
to  whi ch  it  has  subsequently  boon  extended. 

(  o )  L  morna  . 


This  area  so  justly  made  famous  by  paintings  of  international 
reputation  has  a  water  supply  which  has  been  for  many  yoars  in  private 
hands  and  some  timo  ago  there  was  a  sort  of  suggestion  that  this  Council 
should  tako  over  the  supplying  of  wator  to  houses  in  tho  Cove,  which.,  of 
course,  has  its  population  almost  trobled  in  the  Summer.  The  existing 
supply  is  untreated  and  opon  to  pollution  while  especially  in  the  summer 
it  is  certainly  quite  inadequate.  Under  tho  Drift  proposals  tho  Area  will 
bo  supplied  by  a  main  from  the  Kerris  reservoir,  but  in  tho  meantime  owing 
to  the  danger  to  public  health  tho  Council  must  consider  what  should  bo 


dono  in  tho  public  interests  o.g.  by  possibly  taking  ovor  all  the  wator 
rights  and  utilising  the  only  reasonably  adequate  supply,  i.o.  tho  stream 
which  could  bo  pumpod  to  a  tank  and  throated.  almost  anything  would  bo 


considerably  bettor  than  it  is  now. 


2.  SEWERAGE. 


The  Consulting  Engineers  pursued  their  investigations  into 
the  sewering  of:- 

( a )  Lcworquo  rtor/Crowlas . 

(b)  C^nonstown/St .Erth. 

( o )  Gwinear/^ngarrack. 

( d)  Goldsi thney/Rosudgeon/Perranuthnoe , 

(e)  Sennen  (Sunny  Corner), 

while  the  scheme  for  St.Buryan  was  completed  and  also  that  for  Sennen* 

Cove. 

In  the  case  of  (b)  it  was  thought  first  that  two  Schemes  for 
these  places  would  be  necessary  but  finally  it  has  been  possible  to  arrange 
for  one  works  and  one  outfall.  ^s  far  as  (d)  is  concornod  the  original 
suggestions  of  the  Engineers  did  not  include  the  Rosudgoon  area,  but  this 
has  now  boon  done.  The  scheme  hero  will  involvo  a  sea  outfall 
sited  on  the  rocks  East  of  the  Gwavas  Lake  section  of  Mounts  Bay. 

In  the  case  of  (e)  which  is  the  second  section  of  the  Sennen 
Scheme  (the  Cove  being  the  first)  this  has  been  put  forward  on  account  of 
the  proposal  to  build  as  many  as  46  Council  houses  in  addition  to  thoso 
already  thoro.  The  Scheme  would  serve  about  60  housos  and  could  cator 
for  the  school  as  wo II,  None  of  these  had  boon  considorod  fully  by  tho 
Council  by  the  end  of  the  yoar. 

In  the  case  of  Sennen  Cove  itself  tho  whole  schomo  was  completed 
in  about  eight  months  including  tho  individual  connections  and  thus  a 
permanent  solution  to  the  rocurring  nuisance  of  tho  burying  or  dumping  of 
night  soil  has  been  offoctod. 

Tho  second  portion  is  also  intended  to  discharge  into  tho  Cove 
outfall  thus  avoiding  tho  cost  of  upkeep  of  a  small  works  which  would 
otherwise  bo  necessary. 

Tho  St.Buryan  scheme  is  described  in  the  report  of  tho  Chiof 
Sanitary  Inspector  so  it  suffices  hore  to  say  that  in  spito  of  its 
modernity  a  considerable  number  of  teething  troubles  hove  taken  place  and 
so  far  it  has  not  boen  found  easy  to  dispose  of  tho  sludge  though  with 
other  compost  material  it  should  make  excellent  fertiliser. 

Informal  enquiries  wore  held  by  Engineering  Inspectors  of  the 
Ministry  into  the  progress  of  the  St.Buryan  and  Sennen  Sewerage  schomos. 

3.  sanitation  in  schools. 

Last  year  tho  stato  of  sanitation  in  the  rural  schools  was 
given  as  an  appendix  and  it  is  unfortunate  that  no  furthor  improvements 
can  be  recorded.  The  School  at  St.Erth  particularly  was  very  badly  off 
for  water  duo  to  tho  very  small  rainfall  in  tho  Autumn  and  it  can  bo 
said  that  no  school  of  anywhore  near  tho  samo  size  is  as  badly: .off  in  this 
aroa.  It  has  already  boon  mentioned  that  tho  proposal  to  extend  a  supply 
to  Whitecross  School  was  agreed  to. 

The  supply  into  tho  collecting  tank  which  supplies  Trythall  School 
was  materially  improved,  but  unfortunately  tho  pipes  from  there  whioh  are 
not  the  Local  Authority’s  responsibility  aro  in  a  very  poor  condition  both 
down  to  the  school  and  in  the  school  house. 

The  appendix  is  attached  as  usual. 

4.  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

although  this  on  tho  whole  remained  low  there  wore  cortain 
important  isolated  occurrences  which  certainly  merit  notice. 

(a)  .anthrax.  a  case  of  anthrax  occurred  in  a  cortain  special  hord 

of  which  particular  care  is  taken.  There  appeared  to  bo  no  reason  why 
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this  happened  but  by  a  most  unfortunate  coincidence  it  took  placo  on  the 
morning  of  tho  day  of  the  visit  of  a  very  High  and  Important  person  for 
whom  a  cream  tea  had  been  prepared  which  included  the  milk  from  tho 
affected  animal*  Thus  tho  disturbance  caused  by  the  death  of  tho  cow  can 

wo 11  bo  imagined J  No  further  oasos  occurred  in  that  herd  by  the  end  of 
the  year* 

( b)  Paratyphoid  Fever. 

A  summary  of  a  report  on  the  cases  is  given  in  an  appendix* 

( °.)  Undulant  Fever* 

The  Department’s  attention  was  called  to  the  case  of  a  family 
where  particularly  among  the  children  there  had  been  a  long  history  of 
moderate  fever  slowly  clearing  up  and  then  relapsing.  Bacteriological 
examination  showed  an  increase  in  Br, Abortus  agglutinins  bBt  it  was 
impossible  to  establish  definitely  that  raw  milk  hod  been  drunk.  However, 
at  a  nearby  farm  whore  the  greatest  care  is  taken  of  tho  cattle,  it  was 
found  that  in  bulk  samplos  not  only  did  tho  whey  agglutinate  Bi* .Abortus 
but  tho  organism  was  isolated  from  tho  remainder  of  tho  sample.  Two 
cows  were  suspocted  and  subsequent  samples  showed  tho  i*ost  of  tho  herd 
clear  and  that  these  two  wore  oxcroting  Br .Abortus,  The  farmer  showed  the 
utmost  co-operation  right  through  the  investigation  but  tho  caso  clearly 
demonstrated  a  big  hole  in  the  public  Health  control. of  milk  infected  by 
this  organism. 

The  children’s  mothor  who  had  also  complained  of  vague  rheumaticy 
pains  was  subsequently  found  to  have  a  raisod  titro  in  hor  blood  against 
tho  organism  also,  so  she  too  must  bo  considered  to  havo  boon  infected. 

This  event  shows  once  again  tho  need  for  the  control  of  raw 
milk  or  of  tho  cows  producing  it  as  even  with  the  declaration  of  any 
particular  area  as  a  specified  area  it  is  quite  possible  for  T.T.  cattle 
to  still  excrete  this  organism.  It  is  quite  possiblo  indeed  that  a 
considerable  amount  of  chronic  illnoss  goes  undetected  because  unsuspootod. 

5.  HOUSING. 


Considering  tho  inevitably  scattered  nature  of  the  area  good 
progress  was  made  and  55  Council  houses  and  17  private  enterprise  houses 
were  built.  as  is  always  tho  caso  there  has  been  a  groat  deal  of  argument 
as  to  "where  tho  housos  should  bo  built  and  a  case  in  point  is  Sancroed 
Village .  No  water  supply  or  sewerage  is  available  and  there  are  so  far 

only  very  few  on  tho  waiting  list.  The  result  is  that  tho  Council  havo 
had  to  negotiate  arrangements  to  provide  an  adequate  viator  supply  by  bore¬ 
hole  on  land  under  tho  control  of  the  incumbent  of  tho  parish.  Theso 
negotiations  took  somo  considerable  time  since  a  third  party  (tho 
Ecclesiastical  Commissioners )  were  inevitably  brought  in  and  tho  housos 
have  not  yet  been  started  -  but  they  ore  still  allocated.  Something 
similar  took  place  at  Sennon  whore  a  complete  scheme  for  46  housos  has  been 
hold  up  for  water  although  tho  quarry  with  a  plentiful  supply  is  only  a 
relatively  short  distance  away. 

Tho  Council  must  now  givo  its  attention  to  a  reasonable  programme 
of  slum  clearance,  dealing  by  compulsory  purchase  whore  it  would  bo  of 
advantage  to  tho  inhabitants  as  a  whole,  and  by  clearance  ordor  or 
individual  demolition  whore  not.  Very  great  care  should  be  taken  in 
agreeing  to  "undertakings"  under  Section  11  of  tho  Housing  Act,  1936.  All 
too  often  those  moan  that  the  promises  are  lot  to  go  worse  and  worse  - 
not  rated  and  no$  used  -  with  the  rosult  that  tho  last  state  is  far  worse 
than  tho  first. 

D,  MISCELLANEOUS. 

6  o  VISIT  OF  PRINCESS  ROYVL. 

L  most  important  ocodsion  for  Haylo  was  the  oponing  by  H.R.H. 
the  Princess  Royal  of  the  now  County  Council  Clinic  at  Bodriggy,  Hayle.  Of 
very  considerable  proportions,  the  building  has  boon  designed  to  serve 
not  only  Hoylo  but  the  parishes  of  St.Erth  and  Gwinoar/Gwithian  also. 


However,  as  the  main  housing  estates  for  Hayle  are  located  at  or  close 
to  Bodriggy  it  was  felt  desirable  that  the  clinic  should  be  sited  there 
too,  and  it  is  clear  now  that  from  the  point  of  view  of  those  using  it 
this  clinic  is  in  the  right  place.  So  far,  since  tho  official  opening 
it  has  boon  well  used,  tho  attendances  at  tho  Infant  Welfare  Clinics 
for  example  being  considerably  larger  than  when  it  was  hold  at  tho 
Passmore  Edwards  Institute.  However,  I  must  say  that  in  this  thoro  is  no 
attempt  to  make  derogatory  remarks  about  tho  former  location  of  tho 
clinic  especially  as  tho  County  Council  did  not  see  fit  before  1948  to  do 
vory  much  to  assist  tho  excellent  work  of  all  the  voluntary  workers  who 
gave  such  devoted  sorvice  for  a  long  time  in  tho  Passmore  Edv^ards 
Institute  and  in  fact  pionoorod  the  Infant  Welfare  Centro  in  Hayle. 

7.  ST. IVES/HuYLE  MERGER. 

in  May  in  her  inaugural  speech  the  Mayor  of  St, Ives  mentioned 
the  suggested  merger  between  St. Ives  and  the  parish  of  Hayle  which  thus 
became  public  property  for  the  first  time.  This  was  subsequently  followed 
by  the  presentation  of  a  memorial  to  tho  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government  by  tho  St. Ives  Corporation.  As  a  result  of  this  and  contrary 
to  tho  expectation  of  some  the  Minister  ordorod  a  Public  Enquiry  which 
was  hold  on  Docembor  8th,  9th  and  10th. 

Without  any  shadow  of  doubt  such  a  merger  was  a  mattor  of  tho 
greatest  moment  for  tho  Rural  District  as  tho  loss  of  _thi&  -parish  would 
moan  that  nearly  40  per  cent  of  its  ratoablo  value  would  disappear  with 
resulting  grave  repercussions  on  its  finances  and  especially  as  regards 
its  participation  in  the  Drift  Schemo.  In  fact  the  Drift  Schomo  costs 
to  Hayle  wore  heavily  attacked  at  tho  Enquiry  and  an  ironical  foaturo 
was  that  tho  Parliamentary  Agents  for  St.lvos  wore  tho  same  as  for  tho 
throo  Councils  endeavouring  to  promote  tho  Drift  Scheme. 

As  tho  writer  acts  for  both  authorities  in  his  capacity  as 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  it  is  not  proposed  to  go  into  the  merits  of  tho 
case  but  it  was  ably  argued  on  both  sides  and  hoard  with  exemplary 
patience  by  the  Inspector  holding  tho  Enquiry.  However,  it  is  inevitable 
that  the  question  oi  tho  future  of  Local  Government  in  this  area  should 
come  up  and  it  is  therefore,  all  the  more  unfortunate  that  the  County 
Council  did  not  take  some  more  definite  stand  one  way  or  tho  other.  Hence 
although  tho  Minister  has  given  his  decision  against  St. Ives  it  can 
hardly  bo  imagined  that  nothing  will  bo  done  in  tho  futuro  as  far  as  the 
Ponwith  Peninsula  as  a  whole  is  concerned. 

8.  INDUSTRY. 

(a)  Load  Poisoning. 

During  the  year  throe  cases  of  lead  poisoning  wore  diagnosod  one 
of  which  was  an  acuto  case  v;ith  tho  patient  suffering  considerably  with 
lead  colic.  All  those  casos  took  placo  amongst  the  persons  helping  in 
tho  broaking  up  of  the  hulk  of  tho  battleship  Warspito,  In  view  of  tho 
difficult  problems  involved  the  benefit  of  tho  advice  of  both  the  Medical 
and  Lay  Inspectors  of  Factories  for  tho  aroa  was  obtained  but  unfortunately 
although  the  Company  wore  most  co-operative  and  anxious  to  take  all  the 
precautions  they  can  legal  complications  duo  to  tho  actual  situation  of 
tho  hulk  rondored  enforcement  on  tho  employees  vory  difficult  although, 
of  courso,  it  is  vory  much  better  to  have  agreement  rather  than  compulsion. 

Those  casos  therefore  revealed  a  loopholo  in  tho  working  of  tho 
Factory  Acts  and  effective  stops  should  bo  takon  to  see  that  those  Acts 
apply  to  all  vessels  or  hulks  whether  moored  alongside  tho  wharf  or  wrecks 
within  coastal  waters. 

( b)  Associated  Ethyl  Company  -  Fumes. 

From  time  to  time  over  tho  past  years  complaints  havo  been 
rocoived  from  residents  in  Hayle  about  fumes  or  smells  from  tho  works  of 
this  Company.  In  some  casos  complaints  have  boon  duo  to  tho  Halogen  smoll 
given  off  when  tho  processed  water  flows  over  tho  flume  apron  into  tho 
dock  when  the  resulting  aeration  drives  off  somo  of  tho  gas  still  contained 
in  the  wator.  Howevor,  at  other  timos  the  complaints  soom  to  bo  clearly 
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against  tho  sulphuric  aoid  plant.  This  was  especially  tho  ease  in  April 
when  owing  to  somo  breakdown  in  part  of  the  plant  very  considerable  amounts 
of  sulphuric  acid  fumes  wore  omitted.  This  unfortunately  co-inciaoa  witn 
a  period  of  strong  anti cyclonic  winds  from  tho  North  with  tho  result  that 
tho  unfortunate  inhabitants  of  certain  of  tho  lowor  parts  of  Hayic  noar  tnc 
docks  and  station  wore  affected  with  a  concentration  of  fumos  which  they 
had  never  before  experienced.  Eventually,  tho  plant  was  shut  down  but 
there  is  no  doubt  that  tho  Company  wore  seriously  at  fault  in  allowing  tne 
unquestioned  nuisance  to  go  on  for  so  long.  In  addition.to  complain  s 
to  tho  Company  the  matter  was  brought  urgontly  to  the  notice  or  H.M# 

Alkali  Works  Inspector. 

Unfortunately  as  far  as  action  by  Local  Authorities  is  concerned 
on  the  question  of  nuisances  in  such  works  tho  law  seems  to  do  on  t  e 
side  of  tho  managements  as  against  the  general  run  of  inhabitants. 

(c)  Brit ish/Elec tricity  Authority, 

In  addition  to  the  above  very  considerable  complaints  hove  been 
received  from  time  tb  time  about  the  fumes  and  grit  emitted  from  the 
S.W.E.B.  works-  at  Hayle.  Considerable  discussion  took  place  with  the 
Board  and  the  Engineers,  and  it  is  evident  that  poor  fuells  one  cause 
allied  to  the  fact  that  although  efficient  grit _arrosters  aro  installed 
in  tho  highest  chimney,  which  traps  more  than  9 of  tho  grit,  when  the 
station  is  on  full  load  the  extra  5%  becomos  very  evident. 

As  far  as  tho  question  of  fumos  is  concerned  thoro  seems  to  be 
some  evidence  that  when  these  combine  "with  some  from  tho  Associated 
Ethyl  Wgrks  a  mild  lachrymatory  gas  may  bo  formed  under  cortain 
circumstancos . 

9 ,  CARAVAN  SITES . 

This  yoar  has  seen  the  worst  ovorcrowding  in  camping/caravan 
sites  that  has  over  been  my  experience.  It  is  true  it  was  largely  for  the 
August  Bank  holiday  week  but  two  sites  in  particular .woro  grossly 
overcrowded  certainly  till  the  end  of  August.  This  is  a  broach  of  the 
licence  conditions  and  though  at  the  present  time  there  is  a  legal 
muddle  about  these  which  can  only  bo  sottlod  properly  by  amendment  and 
clarification  of  tho  1936  Public  Health  Act  the  Council  must  consider 
whether  if  there  is  again  a  flagrant  breach  of  the  numbers  laid  down 
in  the  licence  it  should  not  be  withdrawn.  Unfortunately  tho  period 
during  which  a  tent,  van  or  shod  may  remain  on  a  site  without  being  moved 
officially  is  much  longer  than  its  occupiers  actual  holidays  with  tho 
result  that  if  action  is  token  against  them,  they  have  evaporated. 

10.  canning  factory  -  gwithian. 

An  important  evont  for  tho  Parishes  of  Hayle  and  Gwinoar/Gwithian 
was  the  setting  up  of  a  Canning  Factory.  Tho  Company  concerned  ran  into 
somo  difficulties  regarding  drainage  and  possible  nuisance  thorofrom  and 
the  Council  and  its  officials  were  glad  to  help. 


FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  &  1948. 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  IN  RESPECT  OF  THE  YEaR  1953.' 
FOR  THE  RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  WEST  PENWITH  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  CORNWALL.  PART  I 

OB*  THE  aCT.  ~ 


!•  INSPECTIONS  for  the  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors). 


Premises . 


'  Number  of  Y-~ 

Number  on  Inspections .  Written  "Occupiers 
Regi sterV  Noti ces  prosecuted!- 


i.  Factories  in  which  Secs. 

1,2, 3, 4,  &  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local 
Authorities . 

i.  Factories  not  included  in 

(i)  in  which  Sec, 7  is  en-  117  35  2 

forced  by  the  Local 

Authority. 

*4*  Other  Promises  in  which 
Sec. 7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority . (Excluding 

Outworkers’  premises).  -  - 


Total 


117  35  2 


2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found 


Particulars .  Found  Remedied. 


Sanitary  Conven¬ 
iences 

•Unsuitable  or 
defective.  2  2 


Referred 

To  H.M»  In-  By  H«M«  In¬ 
spector.  spector « 


No.  of  cases 
in  which  prose¬ 

cutions  were 
instituted , 


Total  2  2 


part  yiii  of  the  act 


NIL. 


OUTWORN 

(Sections  110  and  111) 
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WATER  SUPPLIES. 


Several  schemes  were  completed  during  the  year  and  every 
facility  was  given  to  tap  the  mains  and  afford  individual  supplies 
to  the  properties. 


St .Bury an  was  commissioned  in  March  and  including  a  further 
houses  on  the  Council's  Estate  making  a  total  of  22  properties 
some  88  independent  supplies  were  provided  in  the  village  representing 
nearly  7o%  of  the  premises  for  which  the  scheme  was  designed, 

Nancledra  and  Borea  we re  also  provided  with  mains  water  in 
the  same  montn  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  50%  of  the  premises  had  a 
supply  laid  on. 


In. October  the  main  portion  of  the  Canons town  Scheme  was 
completed  including  a  supply  to  Whitecross  School  and  by  the  end 
of  the  year  the  extension  to  St.Erth  Station  was  also  well  under  way. 

23%  of  the  properties  had  had  mains  connections  within  these  months. 

.  ^hs  result  01  the  Council  allowing  individual  tappings  to 
the  main  in  Goldsithney  some  10  properties  had  availed  themselves  of 

this  service ?  the  remaider  still  being  served  by  standpipes  throughout 
the  village.  & 

In  all*  ^e  department  carried  out  a  total  of  155  tappings 
in  the  year  which  I  think  represents  a  fair  degree  of  progress  especially 
as  the  rate. of  connections  was  governed  to  a  large  extent  by  the  ability 
oi  tne  applicants  getting  plumbers  to  carry  out  the  house  services. 

Minor  extension  works  were  carried  out  by  direct  labour  at 
Cross  Street ?  Hayle,  Heritor  Terrace ,  Marazion,  Ludgvan  Hill.  Vellanoweth 
school  letter  making  available  a  dependable  supply  for  the 


-p  _  Applications  made  to  the  Cornwall  Agricultural  Executive  Commit te< 
or  grant-aided  farm  supplies  continued  to  come  through  the  department 
tor  observations  and  during  the  year  seven  were  dealt  with. 

TtlG  Council  now  has  8  electrical  pumping  stations  and  3  gravity 
supplies.  The  electrical  systems  are  on  automatic  control  and  in  four 

,C^®GS  ?  caretaker  is  in  charge  but  these  and  the  remainder 

were.visited  as  often  as  practicable  for  checking  and  servicing  but  it 
w*s  inevitable  that  occasional  complaints  of  temporary  lack  of  supply 
t^e  ^salt  of  minor  stoppages.  More  frequent  visits  would 
nR  have  tended  to  reduce  these  incidents  but  that  was  not  possible, 

hours  were  put  in  at  night  in  the  way  of  leak  detection  and 
to  C°uncil  wil1  appreciate  with  only  one  skilled  persor 

+Thne^mift+m0^:L?-thl?-u?ld  nS  l^G  both  our  daily  work  to  do 

vns  desirable  tirne  thlS  servicG  should  have  received  was  far  less  than 

Se\i/ERrGE. 


nrniHrio^SkBU^yfn  sewore6°  Wp-S  completed  in  July  and  every  facility  was 

houles  Pr?Perti.fs  in  the  village  resulting  in  88%  of  the 

houses  being  on  the  main  system  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

en invar)  Sch®“e  w<as  also  completed  and  80%  of  the  properties 

enjoyed  mams  drainage  for  the  first  time. 

Long  Rockf  °r  inprovement  WM>ks  were  carried  out  at  Hayle,  Marezion  and 
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In  Hayle  the  main  sewer  in  Commercial  Road  choked  as  the 
result  chiefly  of  road  washings  direct  from  the  land  gaining  excess 
to  a  branch  sewer  and  dragging  of  approximately  75  yards  of  the  main 
sewer  was  necessary.  This  was  carried  out  by  our  own  staff  and  the 
work  was  well  done  under  very  difficult  conditions,  A  new  catchpit  was 
built  at  the  top  of  Chapel  Hill  to  restrict  detritus  getting  into  the 
system. 


Disinfestation  of  sewers  against  rats  was  carried  out  during 
the  year  in  Hayle  and  Marazion. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL. 

With  the  exception  of  isolated  complaints  the  system  of 
collection  by  two  10  cu.yd,  vehicles  worked  satisfactorily  during  the 
year.  Bank  holidays  and  cases  of  emergency  vehicle  breakdowns  did 
not  hamper  the  service  of  providing  weekly  collections  in  the  more 
built  up  areas  and  places  where  there  were  seasonal  increases  of 
visitors,  due  to  the  use  of  a  7  cu.yd.  vehicle  which  was  also  used 
for  other  general  duties. 

The  Gwithian  Tip  was  well  maintained  and  was  also  used  by 
St. Ives  Corporation  on  a  joint  payment  basis.  Two  dressers  were 
permanently  employed  and  during  the  year  dealt  with  a  total  of  31^)0 
loads;  979  by  this  Council,  1,759  "by  St. Ives  Corporation  and  3^3  by- 
industrial  and  commercial  businesses.  The  Council  does  not  undertake 
to  remove  trade  refuse  but  facilities  were  provided  free  of  cost  for 
the  use  of  the  Tip. 

The  Western  area  was  catered  for  by  the  small  tip  at  Trebehor 
used  only  by  the  Council ,  and  as  in  the  past  covering  was  brought  from 
Hayle  on  a  vehicle  normally  returning  to  depot  empty  once  per  week  for 
dressing  purposes. 

As  in  previous  years  regular  disinfestations  against  rats  were 
carried  out. 

HOUSING  UNDER  HOUSING  ACTS. 

The  survey  of  the  district  was  combined  with  the  pointing  of 
housing  apppli cation  forms  for  Council  houses  and  with  a  comparatively 
large  waiting  list  throughout  such  a  scattered  area  this  absorbed  a 
fair  amount  of  time  in  the  department. 


The  total  number  inspected  and  classified  during  the  year  was 
224  compiled  as  follows 


Parish 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

Total 

Hayle 

6 

7 

17 

18 

7 

55 

Gwinear -Gwithian 

— 

2 

11 

15 

5 

33 

Madron 

— 

— 

2 

2 

Marazion 

41 

32 

3 

2 

78 

Paul 

1 

M 

1 

Mo^vah 

5 

11 

8 

2 

.26 

Sancreed 

3 

5 

6 

_ 

14 

Towednack 

ll 

11 

Zennor 

4 

— 

- 

- 

4 

Total-  - 

71- 

46  * 

1 

00 

•43 

16 

•  -  224  . 

Satisfactory  in  all  respects. 

Minor  Defects. 

Requiring  repair,  structural  alteration  or  improvement. 
Appropriate  for  reconditioning. 

Unfit  for  habitation  and  beyond  repair  at  reasonable  expense. 


Grade  1  - 

»  2  - 

"  3  - 

M  4  - 

"  5  - 


No,  of  houses  dealt  with  under  Section  11  H.A.  193& 
Remedy  of  defects  by  Informal  action 
Remedy  of  defects  by  Statutory  Notices 


8. 

34. 

1. 


LIRE  SAVING  EQUIPM £NT. 

The  Council  provides  and  maintains  16  lifebuoy  points 
around  the  coast  which  were  overhauled  and  inspected  twice  in  the 
year.  The  buoys  were  brought  into  store  during  the  Winter  .months 
with  the  except j on  of  a  few  at  coastal  villages  where  even  in  Winter 
an  emergency  may  arise. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


0 


Details  of  v Lsits  made  during  the  year. 
Works  of  dr  a -nag  e 

Drains  found  defective  - 

Drains  repaired  or  renewed 
Miscellaneous  housing 
Kna c ker s  Yards, 

Dirty  or  Verminous  premises  - 

Disinfestations  carried  out 
Lifesaving  Equipment  - 

Inspections  of  Food  Shops 
Inspections  of  Public  Conveniences 
Inspections  of  Bakehouses. 

Inspections  of  Factories 
Pollution  of  Rivers 

Licences  Issue d . 


Site  Licences  for  Moveable  Dwellings 
Individual  Licences  for  Moveable  Dwellings 
S la ught  e  rmans  Lie  enc  e s 
Milk  Licences 

Registrations . 

Premises  registered  under  Food  and  Drugs  Act 
Fond.. 


22. 

15. 

!5. 

538. 

4. 


14. 

43. 

10; 

13. 


9. 


Food  seized  during  the  year  -  261  lbs. 


APPENDIX  »A». 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES, 
(Corrected  Notifications) 

. 125.1a. . 


Disease  Penzance. 

St. Ives. 

West  Penwith 

St. J us  t . 

Scarlet  Fever. 

25 

17 

8 

- 

Whooping  Cough. 

21 

28 

78 

1 

Measles. 

418 

7 

188 

128 

Diphtheria. 

3 

- 

- 

- 

Pneumonia. 

1 

- 

7 

- 

Acute  Encephalitis. 

2 

1 

mm 

- 

Paratyphoid  Fever. 

1 

- 

1 

- 

Erysipelas. 

2 

- 

- 

- 

Rheumatic  Fever. 

3 

- 

- 

- 

Malaria . 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

- 

- 

3 

- 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 
(Non  Paralytic) . 

- 

- 

1 

- 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION . 


19.51 


AREA  Number  of  Children  who  Completed  a  Number  of 

Full  Course  of  Immunisation  in  1953*  Children  - 
Under  T.  5  -  14.  Total.  Receiving 

.  .  .  Refresher 

Dosee.  •  • • 


Penzance. 

223 

36 

259 

233 

St. Ives. 

77 

8 

85 

145 

West  Penwith 

Rural  District. 

192 

51 

243 

235 

St. Just  Urban 
District. 

39 

6 

45 

109 

13 
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APPENDIX  "D" 


* 


» 


SCHOOL  SANITATION. 

SCHOOL 

WATER  SUPPLY 

SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

Sennen. 

Well.  Not  entirely  satisfactory. 

Buckets.  Canteen 
to  soakaway,  un¬ 
satisfactory. 

St . Levan ♦ 

Small  piped  supply. 

Buckets.  Unsatis¬ 
factory. 

St  * Bury an. 

Mains . 

Water  carriage. 

Madron. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Trythal . 

Small  piped  supply  from  spring; 
unsatisfactory. 

Buckets . 

Newbridge. 

Small  private  supply;  unsatis¬ 
factory. 

Buc  ke  t  s . 

Ludgvan . 

Mains. 

Septic  tank  except 
for  canteen. 

Whit across. 

None. 

Buckets . 

Nancledra. 

Ma ins. 

Septic  tank. 

St  .Erth. 

Well,  unsatisfactory  during 
summer . 

Septic  tank. 

St  .Hilary. 

Well,  not  entirely  satisfactory 
in  summer. 

Septic  tank. 

Goldsit hney . 

Standpipe . 

Buc  ket  s . 

Gwinear . 

Mains  supply * 

Septic  tank. 

Connor  Downs. 

Mains. 

Septic  tank. 

Sancreed. 

Small  private  supply;  unsatis- 
f  actory. 

Buckets* 

/ 


16. 


APPENDIX  E. 


REPORT  ON  OASES  OF  PARATYPHOID. 


On  the  8th  September,  1953  I  received  a  report  from  the 
West  Cornwall  Hospital  that  a  girl  who  had  been  admitted  the  previous 
day  was  found  to  be  suffering  from  a  Paratyphoid  B  infection.  Enquiries 
were  made  at  once  and  it  appeared  that  she  had  been  ill  in  bed  from  the 
18th  August,  the  complaint  being  mostly  of  headache,  fever  and 
constipation.  She  had  subsequently  been  seen  in  consultation  by  the 
Consulting  Physician  on  two  occasions  and  after  the  second  he  advised 
removal  to  Hospital  on  September  7th. 

The  girl  was  one  of  a  party  of  three  mistresses  and  thirty-six 
girls  from  a  Grammar  School  who  went  to  Paris  at  the  end  of  July,  were 
involved  in  the  French  General  Strike  and  returned  (all  but  one)  to 
England  on  tho  9th  August. 

The  party  stayed  in  two  Paris  hotels,  24  in  one  and  15  in  the 
other.  In  both  parties  some  of  the  girls  had  had  diarrhoea  while  in 
Paris.  From  one  of  the  mistresses  I  was  also  given  the  names  of  some 
of  the  girls  who  had  had  this  intestinal  upset  and  especial  mention  was 
made  of  another  girl  who  had  been  ill  in  bod  for  some  time. 

This  second  girl's  mother  was  visited  when  it  appeared  that  the 
girl  also  had  head  an  illness  very  suggestive  of  paratyphoid.  She  had 
been  attonded  by  her  own  Doctor  and  also  by  a  Consultant  physician. 

instructions  were  given  to  tho  parents  that  tho  girl  who  was 
then  convalescing  vrnth  her  aunt  at  a  little  village  about  four  miles 
away  should  come  homo  so  that  treatment  if  necessary  could  be  instituted. 

As  tho  result  of  one  confirmed  and  one  suspected  case  being 
discovered  together  with  tho  history  of  intestinal  upset  in  several  other 
people  in  the  party  it  was  decided  after  consultation  with  tho  pathologist, 
West  Cornwall  Hospital  and  the  Consulting  physician  to  regard  the  whole 
party  as  contacts  and  try  and  obtain  specimens  of  blood  and  faeces  from 
each  person.  &  list  of  tho  family  Doctors  was  obtained  and  a  circular 
sont  to  all  practitioners  in  the  district  mentioning  the  one  confirmed 
and  one  suspected  oase  and  the  intestinal  upset  in  a  number  of  the 
others,  and  asking  their  co-operation  in  obtaining  the  blood  specimens. 

Each  family  was  visited  and  tho, .position  explained,  particularly 
as  regards  the  stool  specimens.  In  spite  of  this  several  girls  submitted 
samples  of  urine,  though  this  was  subsequently  rectifiod.  A  complication 
existed  in  that  the  school  recommenced  on  Thursday-,  tho  10th  septembor 
and  tho  throe  mistresses  constituted  the  entire  modern  language  staff, 
so  that  although  contacts  wore  excluded  until  tho  rough  scroening  tests 
proved  negative  there  was  considerable  educational  prossuro  to  lot  tho 
staff  members  return. 

Samples  of  blood  and  faeces  obtained  from  the  second  girl 
wore  positive. 

Tho  blood  tests  of  tho  remainder  proved  negative  and  since 
none  was  inoculated  it  would  seem  that  this  rough  scroening  tost  was  a 
reasonable  guide  and  all  those  negative  to  both  were  accordingly  allowed 
back  to  school. 

A  serious  difficulty  was  the  fact  that  a  number  of  tho  girls 
on  their  return  home  had  worked  in  guest  houses,  grocers  shops,  cafes, 
otc.,  no  less  than  eleven  out  of  the  thirty-six  being  associated  with 
tho  food  handling  business  in  some  way.  In  view  of  the  immense  number 
of  visitors  that  had  come  to  tho  whole  affected  district  in  the  period 
until  tho  Hoalth  Department  was  informod  the  risk  of  spread  was  very 
great  indeed.  As  a  final  complication  ono  girl  who  stayed  behind  in 
Paris  and  did  not  return  until  tho  5th  Soptombor  developed  somo  spots. 

She  had  not  boon  vaccinated  but  on  examination  I  was  reasonably  sure  that 
they  wore  due  to  papular  urticaria. 
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An  interesting  point  is  that  in  the  family  of  the 
girl  who  was  admitted  to  Hospital  none  of  the  specimens  was  positive 
although  the  mother  had  been  nursing  her  for  nearly  three  weeks 
(including  bed-panning)  aa d  had  been  carrying  on  her  usual  duties 
as  well. 

Source  of  Infection. 


Ho  cases  of  Paratyphoid  B  had  occurred  in  Cornwall 
and  it  is  therefore  reasonable  to  assume  that  the  infection  was 
contracted  in  France.  The  two  hotels  at  which  the  girls  stayed 
were  both  of  good  class  and  we  were  informed  that  only  breakfast 
consisting  of  coffee  and  rolls  was  taken  in  the  hotel  and  that 
some  of.  the  other  meals  were  taken  in  the  University  Club.  It  would 
seem  unlikely  that  the  infection  was  contracted  in  these  places 
and  its  source  remains  undetected. 
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APPENDIX  F. 


FOOD  POISONING  NOTIFICATIONS 

Corrected. 


1.  Local  Authority.  West  Penwith  Rural  District  Council. 

2,  Food  Poisoning  Notifications  (Corrected  to  Registrar  General)  »_ 

1st  Quarter.  2nd,, Quarter  3rd  Q.uarter.  4th  Quarter.  TQ^,P-ik 


M. 


F. 


M.  F,  M.  F.  M. 


F.  M.  F. 


3. 

4. 

5. 


Outbreaks  due  to  Identified  Agents. 

Nil. 


Outbreaks  of  Undiscovered 
Cause. 

MIX, 

Single  Cases 

Nil. 
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PENZANCE  (HAYLE  DIVISION)  PORT  HEALTH  AUTHORITY 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  PORT  MEDICAL  OFFICER  AMD  PORT  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1953. 

Section  1  -  Staff. 

Table  "A" 

No  change. 


Section  II  -  Amount  of  Shipping  entering 


the 

Table  "B" 

district 

during  the  year. 

Ships  from 

Numbers 

Tonnage  Number  Inspected 

By  M.O.H.  By  S.I. 

No.  of  ships 
reported  as  having 

or  having  had  during 
the  voyage  infectious 

disease  on  board. 

Foreign 

ports. 

16 

3195  2 

5 

Nil. 

Coastwise. 

428 

108,196  38 

4 

rr 

Total.  444  111,391  46  9 


Section  III  -  Character  of  Shipping  and  trade 

during  the  year. 


Passenger  Traffic  (Number  of  passengers  INWARDS  -  Nil. 

(Number  of  passengers  OUTWARDS-  Nil. 


Cargo  Traffic.  (Principal  Imports  ...  Coal,  Oil,  Timber,  Sulphuric  Acid 

Cement) 

(Principal  Exports  ...  Scrap  Steel,  Boxed  Fuses. 

Principal  Ports  from  which  ships  arrive  ...  Barry,  Port  Talbot,  Fawley. 

Section  IV  -  Inland  Barge  Traffic. 

Number  and  tonnage  using  the  district  and  places  served  by  the  traffic  -  Nil. 


Section  V.  -  Water  Supply. 
No  change. 


Section  VI  -  Public  Health  (Ships)  Regulations 

1952 


- - - - -  No  change.  

Section  VII  -  Smallpox. 

(1)  Marne  of  Isolation  Hospital 
to  which  cases  are  sent  from 

the  district  -  Smallpox  Hospital, 


Liskeard. 
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Section  VII 

t 

(2)  Arrangements  for  transport 

of  such  cases  to  that  hospital 
by  ambulance  etc. 

(3)  Name(s)  of  smallpox  consultant ( s ) 
available 

(4)  Facilities  for  Laboratory 
diagnosis 


-  Smallpox  (cont’d) 

Contact  Dr.  Pierson,  M.O.H. 
Plymouth,  or  Plymouth  Ambulance 
Bureau  (Tel. Wo.  Plymouth  4101.) 


Not  known. 


Public  Health  Laboratory  Service 
Royal  Cornwall  Inf irmary,  Truro. 


Section  VIII  -  Venereal  Disease. 
No  change. 


Section  IX 


Table  "D" 


Cases  of  Notifiable  and  other 
infectious  diseases  on  shipsT 


Category 


No.  of  cases  during  the  year  Number "of 

Disease  Passengers  Crew  ships  con¬ 

cerned  , 


Doses  landed  from  ships 

from  foreign  ports. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Doses  which  have  occurred 
on  ships  from  foreign  ports 
but  have  been  disposed  of 
before  arrival. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Doses  landed  from  other 

ships . 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Section  X  -  Observations  on  the  occurrence 

of  Malaria  in  ships. 

No  ships  from  areas  of  epedemic  malaria  visited  the  Port  and  I  have  no 
observations  to  make  on  its  occurrence  in  those  ships  from  foreign  Ports 
visiting  Hoyle. 


Section  XI  -  Measures  taken  against  ships 

infected  with  or  suspected  for 

plague . 

No  measures  necessary. 


Section  XII  -  Measures  against  rodents  in  ships 

from  Foreign  Ports. 


(1)  Procedure  for  inspection 


(2)  Arrangements  for  the 

bacteriological  or  patholo¬ 
gical  examination  of  rodents 
etc . 


Routine  examination.  Validity  of 
deratting  or  deratting  exemption 
certificates . 

Public  Health  Laboratory  Service,  Royal 
Cornwall  Infirmary,  Truro.  No  rodents 
sent  for  examination  during  the  year. 
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Section  XII 


(3)  Arrangements  for  flora t ting 
ships,  methods  used  etc. 


(4)  progress  in  the  ratproofing 
of  ships. 


-  Measures  aga inst  rodents  in  ships 

from  Foreign  ports  ( Cont » d] 

Kajle  is  not  on  approved  port  for 
this  purpose.  If  necessary  ships 
directed  to  Falmouth. 


Nil « 


Table  "E" 


Rodents  destroyed  during  the  year  in  ships  from  Foreign  Ports  -  Nil. 


Table  "F" 


Deratting  Certificates  &  Derailing  Exemption  Certificates  issued  during 

the  year  for  ships  from  Foreign  Ports, 

Nil. 


Section  XIII  -  -  Inspection  of  Ships  for  Nuisances. 

Table  "G" 


Inspections  and  Notices, 


Nature  and  Number  of 
Inspections 


Notices  Served  Result  of 

Statutory  Notices  Other  Notices  serving 

Notices. 


As  in  Table  nB" 


Nil 


1  Remedied . 


Total  -  55 


Nil. 
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Sections  XIV,  XV  and  XVI 

No  change. 

Mortuary. 

During  the  year  17  bodies  have  been  placed  in  the  Mortuary  and 
certain  works  were  asked  for  by  Dr.  Hocking  in  the  way  of  heating  and 
modification  of  the  water  supply  system  to  facilitate  his  work. 

Dock  Installations. 


The  sanitary  facilities  and  canteens  provided  by  Messrs. 

Harvey  &  Co:  were  visited  and  found  clean  and  satisfactory. 

The  question  of  provision  of  shower  baths  etc.  for  dock  workers 
was  taken  up  with  the  Dock  Labour  Board  and  from  their  experience  and 
observations  it  would  appear  that  such  facilities  oven  if  provided  would 
not  bo  utilized. 

Negotiations  were  commenced  for  the  use  of  tho  AmbulancG  Hall 
for  purposes  of  examination  of  infectious  disease  suspects. 
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Sgd.  P.E.  MORRIS 

Port  Hoalth  Medical  Officer. 


